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sound, my swoop shall make a sound, which will disturb even the
gods on Mount Mayyu.   Can you imitate that sound ?

[The orchestra plays.    The GALON'S beak misses the NAG A and
strikes the tree, which is uprooted.}

What have I done ? I have destroyed the sacred tree, the banyan
tree under whose cooling shade hermits sit and meditate. . . . Our
Lord attained Buddhahood under such a tree. I have sinned a
great sin, I am afraid. But I did not intend to destroy the tree-
monastery. I will assume human form, and ask the holy hermit that
dwells near here, whether I have sinned or not.
[Enter PRINCE, now a HERMIT.]

Flower of a throne, prince-hermit who lives in piety and searches
the path to peace, because of the enmity between nagas and gal6ns
that has lasted through the ages, I tried to fight a naga. I tried
to catch him as he hid under that monastic tree. I missed him but
felled the tree. Who is responsible for this outrage? Have I sinned
a great sin ? Please enlighten me, my learned hermit.

HERMIT. Listen, mighty spirit-bird. The galdn did not intend to
destroy the tree, so he is not responsible. The naga also did not
intend to cause the destruction of the tree by hiding under it. He is
also free from responsibility. Both of you are free from blame, my
pupil bird.                                                                   [Exit GAL^N,]

NAGA. In trying to save my life, I have indirectly caused the
destruction of the tree-monastery. If the hermit should be angry with
me, danger and distress will befall me. I must hasten to ask his for-
giveness.

[The HERMIT tells the NAGA that he is free from blame.    The
NAGA thanks the HERMIT.   Exeunt.]

SCENE 13

Enter HERMIT. Enter YOUNGER PRINCESS. She has been hiding
in fear of the ogre. She is relieved at finding the PRINCE.
She begs him to become a layman again, but in vain. Arguments
and tears. She then demands the safe restoration of her sister to
her. She suggested that as he was made responsible by her father
for PRINCESS MINKISSA'S safety, he should at once have the
tree-monastery and search for her. The HERMIT, in despairv
wishes aloud that the NAGA were there. Enter NAGA.
HERMIT. Oh, friend naga, please listen to me, please help me.